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collegiate Seminar Program Curriculum
coLLEgiAtE SEMinAr ProgrAM 
The Collegiate Seminar program involves all undergraduate students and faculty in a four-course series of exploration and 
discussion centered on the great writings that have shaped the thought and imagination of the Western world. The program 
aims to develop in students skills of analysis, critical reading, critical thinking, perspective-taking, interpretation and commu-
nication to help them read and discuss significant works with increased understanding and enjoyment. 
Classes meet around a seminar table in small groups so that each person can participate actively in the discussion. The 
faculty discussion leader establishes questions about the texts to challenge the students to develop, through the process 
of careful reading and discussion, defensible interpretations of their own. Discussion entails the stating of opinions and 
the uncovering of assumptions; students present evidence to support their position or to defend it against objections; they 
respond to other students’ views, exposing the contradictions and clarifying ambiguities. Via substantial writing assign-
ments, students continue their inquiry into the texts, developing a thesis supported by cogent analysis based on textual 
evidence. Through engagement in discussion and writing, students are encouraged to read actively, to think critically, to lis-
ten well, to converse in a spirit of cooperation, and to reflect upon and refine their ideas and opinions, developing skills they 
can use throughout their lives. All students entering before Fall 2012 are required to take Seminar 20 in fall and 21 in spring 
(regardless of graduation plans) and are expected to complete 122 during their sophomore year and 123 during their junior year. 
All transfer students enroll in Seminar 110 and then take Seminar 122 and 123 as required.
Students matriculating as freshmen in 2012–13 are subject to the 2012 Core Curriculum requirements (see program of 
Study for Fall 2012 students). Such students are required to take SEM 1, 2, 103, and 104, and normally will take SEM 1 in 
Spring of the first year, SEM 2 in Fall of the second year, SEM 103 in either long semester of the third year, and SEM 104 
in either long semester of the fourth year.
cOllEGiAtE SEMinAR GOVERninG BOARD
Jose Feito, Director, Psychology
Deanne Kruse, Program Manager
carla Bossard, Biology
Brother charles Hilken, FSc, History
Barry Horwitz, English
lewis Jordan, Seminar
tereza Kramer, Director, Center for Writing Across  
 the Curriculum
Gretchen lemke-Santangelo, History
Hilda Ma, English
Susan Marston, Education
Rashaan Meneses, Liberal & Civic Studies Program
Ellen Rigsby, Communication
Grete Stenersen, Director, Critical Perspectives
theodore tsukahara, Integral Program
lEARninG OutcOMES
CRITICAL THINKING
Critical thinking within Seminar is grounded on the 
processes of analysis, synthesis and evaluation neces-
sary to read with understanding. Through careful reading, 
listening, and reflection, which lead to a solid understand-
ing of the texts, critical thinking allows students to make 
perceptive insights and connections between texts, 
Seminars and ultimately their life experiences. Critical 
thinking within Seminar also includes skills that allow for 
sound judgments to be made when multiple, compet-
ing viewpoints are possible. Seminar is a place where 
reading critically is transformed and integrated into a habit 
of mind, providing students with the tools to question 
the authority of the text and the foundations of their own 
assumptions. In short, critical thinking allows students to 
recognize, formulate and pursue meaningful questions, 
which are not only factual but also interpretive and evalua-
tive, about the ideas of others as well as their own.
critical thinking learning Outcomes: As a result of their 
participation in the Collegiate Seminar program, students 
will grow in their ability to: 
1.  Distinguish the multiple senses of a text (literal and 
beyond the literal).
2. Identify and underst and assumptions, theses, and 
arguments that exist in the work of authors. 
3.  Evaluate and synthesize evidence in order to draw 
conclusions consistent with the text. Seek and identify 
confirming and opposing evidence relevant to original 
and existing theses.
4.  Ask meaningful questions and originate plausible theses. 
5.  Critique and question the authority of texts, and 
explore the implications of those texts.
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WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMUNICATION
A mind is not truly liberated until it can effectively com-
municate what it knows. Thus the Collegiate Seminar 
program seeks to develop strong written and oral com-
munication skills in its students. Students will develop 
skills that demonstrate an understanding of the power 
of language to shape thought and experience. They will 
learn to write and speak logically, with clarity, and with 
originality, and grow in their intellectual curiosity through 
the process of writing.
Written and Oral communication learning Outcomes: 
As a result of their participation in the Collegiate Seminar 
program, students will grow in their ability to:
1.  recognize and compose readable prose, as charac-
terized by clear and careful organization, coherent 
paragraphs and well-constructed sentences that 
employ the conventions of Standard Written English 
and appropriate diction.
2.  recognize and formulate effective written and oral 
communication, giving appropriate consideration to 
audience, context, format, and textual evidence.
3.  Analyze arguments so as to construct ones that  
are well supported (with appropriate use of textual 
evidence), are well reasoned, and are controlled by  
a thesis or exploratory question.
4. Use discussion and the process of writing to enhance  
intellectual discovery and unravel complexities of 
thought.
SHARED INQUIRY
Shared inquiry is the act of reasoning together about 
common texts, questions, and problems. It is a goal 
of Collegiate Seminar to advance students’ abilities to 
develop and pursue meaningful questions in collaboration 
with others, even in the context of confusion, paradox, 
and/or disagreement. Through the habits of shared inquiry 
students will carefully consider and understand the 
perspectives and reasoned opinions of others, reconsider 
their own opinions, and develop rhetorical skills.
Shared inquiry learning Outcomes: As a result of their 
participation in the Collegiate Seminar program, students 
will grow in their ability to:
1.  Advance probing questions about a common text or 
other objects of study.
2.  pursue new and enriched understandings of the texts 
through sustained collaborative inquiry. 
3.  reevaluate initial hypotheses in light of evidence and 
collaborative discussion with the goal of making  
considered judgments.
4.  Engage in reflective listening and inclusive, respectful 
conversation.
C o u r s e s
cOuRSES (for Fall 2012 Core Curriculum)
Seminar 1 critical Strategies and great Questions
This first seminar develops the skills of critical thinking, 
critical reading and writing, and shared inquiry that are 
foundational to the Collegiate Seminar program. Students 
learn strategies for engaging with a diversity of texts, 
asking meaningful questions about them, and effectively 
participating in collaborative discussions regarding them. 
reading and writing assignments are specifically designed 
to support students’ gradual development of these strate-
gies and skills. 
Seminar 2 Western tradition i
Employing and building upon the strategies of critical 
thinking, critical reading, and shared inquiry learned in the 
first seminar, students will read, write about and discuss 
a selection of classical, early Christian and medieval texts 
from the Western tradition. 
Seminar 103 Western tradition ii
Employing and building upon the strategies of critical 
thinking, critical reading, and shared inquiry learned in 
previous seminars, students will read, write about and 
discuss a selection of renaissance, 17th, 18th and 19th 
century texts from the Western tradition. 
Seminar 104 the global conversation of the  
20th and 21st centuries
Building on the Western tradition explored in the second 
and third seminars, readings focus on the Great Conversa-
tion of the modern world, which includes the West but 
also includes important intercultural and global voices. 
The course focuses on issues of significant relevance 
for a 21st century student, as well as texts that allow for 
integrative thinking across the entire Collegiate Seminar 
sequence. The last portion of the course will include 
students reflecting on what they have learned and how 
they have grown, revisiting the steps of their intellectual 
development in a capstone experience.
cOuRSES (for pre-2012 General Education requirements)
20 greek thought
Gilgamesh
Homer, The Odyssey
Aeschylus, Agamemnon, Libation Bearers, Eumenides
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, Antigone
thucydides, Peloponnesian Wars
Aristophanes, Lysistrata
Plato, Meno, Apology, Crito, Symposium
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics
Euclid, The Elements
Art Selections (artworks)
Sappho, poems
Mo tzu, selections
The reading list is current but subject to modification. 
From some texts selections are read. 
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21 roman, Early christian, and Medieval thought
Epictetus, The Handbook
lucretius, On the Nature of the Universe
Virgil, The Aeneid
Plutarch, Life of Coriolanus, Life of Mark Anthony
Genesis, 1– 6
Gospel of Mark
Art Selections
St. Augustine, Confessions
Hroswitha, Abraham
Marie de France, The Lais of Marie de France
de Pizan, The Book of the City of Ladies
Dante, The Divine Comedy, “The Inferno”
chaucer, Canterbury Tales
Rumi, selected poems 
Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed
Prerequisite: Seminar 20.
The reading list is current but subject to modification. 
From some texts selections are read. 
110 classical, christian and Medieval thought
For transfer students only. 
Homer, The Odyssey
Aeschylus, Agamemnon, Libation Bearers,  
  The Eumenides
thucydides, Peloponnesian Wars
Plato, Meno
Sappho, poems
Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics
Virgil, The Aeneid
Rumi, selected poems
St. Augustine, Confessions
Marie de France, The Lais of Marie de France
Dante, Inferno
chaucer, Canterbury Tales 
The reading list is current but subject to modification. 
From some texts selections are read. 
122 renaissance, 17th- and 18th-century thought
Machiavelli, The Prince
luther, On Christian Liberty
cervantes, Don Quixote
Shakespeare, The Tempest
Adam Smith, Wealth of Nations
Galileo, The Starry Messenger
Descartes, Discourse on Method
Hobbes, Leviathan
John locke, Second Treatise of Government
Sor Juana ines de la cruz, “Letter to Sor Filotea  
 De La Cruz”
Voltaire, Candide
Rousseau, Discourse on Inequality
Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice
lippi, “La Vergine Col Figlio” (art) 
Prerequisite: Seminar 21 or 110 and sophomore standing
The reading list is current but subject to modification. 
From some texts selections are read. 
123 19th- and 20th-century thought
newman, The Uses of Knowledge
Darwin, on the Origin of Species
Whitman, Leaves of Grass, selection
Marx, Wage-Labour and Capital
Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
neruda, Selected odes
Kafka, Metamorphosis
thoreau, Walking
Freud, Dissection of the Psychical Personality
Shaw, Mrs. Warren’s Profession
Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
Picasso, “Guernica” (art)
unamuno, St. Emmanuel The Good, Martyr
Garcia Marquez, Love and Other Demons
Malcolm x, “The Ballot or the Bullet”
Martin luther King, Letter from Birmingham Jail
Gloria Anzaldúa, selections
Prerequisite: Seminar 122 and junior standing
The reading list is current but subject to modification. 
From some texts selections are read. 
144 Multicultural thought
Selected readings from 20th-century multicultural authors 
of the United States, especially from California. readings 
continue the dialogue with authors from previous semi-
nars, give renewed attention to questions raised in those 
contexts and address contemporary issues as well.  
Prerequisite: Seminar 20 or 110.
145 World traditions
readings from the traditions of Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East that raise basic human questions of cour-
age, compassion, loyalty and wisdom. These works from 
around the world are selected to extend the themes and 
ideas from both the Western Tradition sequence and the 
Multicultural Thought seminar to a truly global conversation. 
Prerequisite: Seminar 20 or 110. 
190 co-Leader Apprenticeship (.25)
A course designed for specially selected, experienced 
seminar students assigned to assist a faculty member 
as student co-leader for a specific seminar class. As 
co-leaders, students participate as discussion facilitators 
and models in a seminar they have already completed. 
Meetings with assigned seminar faculty by arrangement. 
May be repeated for credit. 
192 introduction to Methods and Field Experience  
in Elementary Level discussion groups (.25)
Prerequisite: Seminar 122 
For course description, see Liberal and Civic Studies.
